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Dear Friend of the Northeastern IPM Center,

In February I became co-director of the Northeastern Integrated Pest Management Center, joining John Ayers (co-director, Penn State), Liz Myers (staff writer, Cornell), and Liz Thomas (project coordinator, Cornell). I’m thrilled to be part of this team and to be working with so many knowledgeable people in the region.

By way of this letter, I’d like to tell you what the Center accomplished recently and give you a glimpse of future plans. We hope that this kind of communication will be more personal and timely than a newsletter, and we welcome your thoughts. Please feel free to contact any of us.

Center Awards 20 Grants through Two Programs
Our Center recently awarded 20 grants through both the Northeast Regional IPM Competitive Grants Program and the IPM Partnership Grants Program, totaling $1 million. The titles are as follows (more details will be available on our website this summer):

•
Site-specific Management of Resistance in the Control of Apple Scab

•
Leveraging Biologicals into the Turfscape: Combining Controls and Exploiting Synergisms for White Grub Management

•
IPM in and around the Home: Northeast Guidelines

•
Promoting IPM Implementation in Greenhouses: Banker Plants, Grower Education, and an Assessment of Consumer Attitudes

•
Field Testing of Resistant Tomato Lines to Control Late Blight and Early Blight in Conventional and Organic Growing Systems

•
Perimeter Trap Cropping in Butternut Squash: A Systems Approach to Control Striped Cucumber Beetle and Enhance Pollination and Yield

•
Long-term Evaluation and Improvement of Golf Turf Management Systems with Reduced Chemical Inputs

•
An Observational Early Warning System for Detecting Soybean Rust Incursions into the Northeast Region

•
Inadequate Control of Trichoderma Green Mold on Mushrooms

•
Vegetable IPM in the Northeast

•
Increasing IPM Implementation through Identifying Stakeholder Needs and Increasing Awareness 

•
State Network Projects (6 projects cover 11 states)

•
Tactics Surveys: residential turf pesticide applicators; peppers: school IPM programs

•
Crop Profiles and Pest Management Strategic Plans, including sweet corn; strawberries; high bush blueberries; and bees

•
IPM Working Groups for community IPM, vegetables, and livestock/field crops

We expect to release the Request for Applications for both of our 2006 grants programs this September. Please consider applying, and encourage others to do so.

Conference Unites Community IPM Enthusiasts
In March we sponsored the first northeastern conference for community and urban IPM. It drew nearly 200 researchers, educators, regulators, and pest managers to Manchester, NH, and focused on environmentally sound methods for controlling pests in homes, schools, landscapes, and other settings (see http://northeastipm.org/conference2005_agenda.cfm). Attendees identified many priorities for community IPM, but some of those at the top were

•
Developing IPM outreach to homeowners, retailers, teachers, and others;

•
Identifying criteria to measure success of implementation models and programs; 

•
Quantifying cost/benefit of implementing IPM in schools and municipal settings;

•
Researching and implementing low-input landscape maintenance strategies.

Advisory Council Meets and Wants More

The Center’s Advisory Council is a dedicated group that helps to shape our vision. It met in March with 33 people attending, including some state IPM coordinators and other visitors. We presented Council members with priorities they had identified last fall and asked, “If you were Center director, what would you do about this tomorrow? How would you work this priority into the Center’s grants programs?” We have woven some of their ideas into the Request for Applications to the Regional IPM Grants Program and plan to incorporate more into this year’s IPM Partnership Grants Program, too. 

When asked about meeting annually, as specified in our guidelines, the Advisory Council wanted more! We’ll reconvene in September to focus on our strategic plan and the upcoming review of the Regional IPM Centers.

Not Singing the Federal Budget Blues—Yet

In federal parlance, the four Regional IPM Centers are part of “406 Integrated Programs,” a category that includes Water Quality, Crops at Risk, and other programs. This year in the President’s proposed USDA budget, the 406 category was moved from its own line to the National Research Initiative (NRI) line, a change that would result in administrative and perhaps philosophical shifts for the Centers. We have asked some of you to educate Congress about how successful the regional model has been so far, and we hope that the separate Integrated Programs line will be restored. It’s always helpful for Congress to hear about the usefulness of federal programs, so we encourage you to contact your representatives at any time to let them know your views about IPM Centers.

Working with Others Strengthens IPM

Enclosed in this mailing is a brochure produced by the Tri-State Greenhouse IPM Program (encompassing Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine) and funded in part through the Northeast Regional IPM Competitive Grants Program. If you think it might be useful for your state, please contact Margaret Skinner, 802-656-5440, and if you have produced materials through an IPM Center grant, let us know so we can help get the word out.

A goal of the Northeastern IPM Center is to connect with the USDA/Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), and in particular, their Environmental Quality Incentives Program and Conservation Security Program. The Vegetable IPM Working Group, chaired by Ruth Hazzard at the University of Massachusetts, has begun a two-year project to work more closely with NRCS in all of the northeastern states. They’ll combine resources toward the common goal of increasing farmers’ use of IPM to achieve economic and conservation benefits.

We meet three times a year in Washington, D.C., with the directors of the Southern, Western, and North Central Regional IPM Centers. Members of other agencies, such as the EPA and Office of Pest Management Policy, join us. We update one another and collaborate on projects that overlap agencies. At a recent meeting, SYSCO Foods, the world’s largest food distributor, informed us of their plans to require their suppliers to meet IPM standards. I find these steps on the part of industry very encouraging.

The Northeastern IPM Center will be building stronger ties to the Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program in Burlington, Vermont, when John Ayers begins his term this July on its Administrative Council. Fred Magdoff, director of NE-SARE, is a member of our Center’s Advisory Council.

If you’d like to receive e-mails about IPM funding opportunities and other select topics, you can subscribe to our free electronic mailing list. Just send a message to listproc@cornell.edu with a blank subject line and a plain text message that reads “subscribe NEIPMCommunication-L Chris Doe” (replace Chris Doe with your own name).

We look forward to communicating with you and appreciate your interest in the Northeastern IPM Center.

Best wishes,
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The Northeastern IPM Center fosters the devel�opment and adoption of integrated pest management, a science-based approach to managing pests in ways that generate economic, environmental, and human health benefits. We work in partnership with stake�holders from agricultural, urban, and rural settings to identify and address regional priorities for research, education, and outreach.




















