Agriculture and Natural Resources

MDA / USDA/ MCE Emergency Operations Center
On-going Situational Awareness
Crops:

Farm Service Agency (FSA) estimates state crop losses as: 

· 15 – 30% corn

· 10-15%  soybeans 

Sections of the corn crop were blown down with the high storm winds. This type of damage makes harvest very difficult. The true yield losses will not be determined until the end of harvest. Soybean damage is in the form of wind blown plants and salt water saturation.  This was a critical time for soybeans and any damage which may have occurred may cause an indirect effect on quality at harvest and subsequent crop price yields. There were Eastern Shore counties reporting debris damage to soybean crops. 
Actions; MDA / MCE staffs are working with FSA offices and other federal and state departments to resolve these issues.
Forests: 

There are several reported cases of downed trees on edges of cropland and within forested lands on agricultural property.

Actions: These issues are not considered a major issue for agriculture and have been routinely addressed by the individual producers.

Fruit / vegetable:

There have been reports of perishable fruits and vegetables being destroyed due to power outages in their cold storage facilities. 

Action: These issues are being addresses with FSA offices 

Livestock:


Initially there appears to be no reported serious effects from the storm on livestock. There was minor damage to livestock buildings, out-buildings, and sheds. This may have disrupted feed cycles and production schedules. However these schedules are back on track.
Aquaculture:

In Kent County there has been reported two aquaculture ponds blown out due to the increased water from Hurricane Isabel.
 Actions: MDA specialists will be consulting with these operators to assess damage costs and recovery issues.
Increasing Mosquito surveillance

Late September in most years is the end of the surveillance and adult mosquito spray operations.  Flood water levels from the hurricane event will dramatically increase populations of West Nile virus and Eastern Equine Encephalitis vector species within the next month.
Actions:  Activities needed to be continued include the operation and analysis of existing trapping programs, establishment of contracts with private pesticide applicators, and operation of neighborhood-based ground spray efforts. 
Overall efforts: Within the DRC

Maryland Department of Agriculture

1. Assistance with funding applications for Best Management Practices (BMP) repairs to fences, lagoons, other animal and crop practices through the county Soil Conservation Districts (SCD)

2. Assistance with funding applications via the Farm Service Agency (FSA) to supply repair money on agricultural natural conservation projects, ie stream bank erosion etc.

3. Assistance through the state Chemist’s laboratory  to provide feed testing and analysis on animal and pet feed stuffs

4. MDA’s Animal Health Diagnostics laboratories can provide animal disease diagnostics services. There are 5 laboratories located in each region of the state. 

Role: Maryland Cooperative Extension

1. Provide educational resources in the form of hurricane recovery information fact sheets, brochures and web pages.

2. Assistance through subject matter experts from the University of Maryland College of Agriculture and Natural Resources along with other university resources.

3. Assistance through local county Extension educators for agriculture, Family consumer science and youth development areas.
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